DECLARATION 


\ 4 
OF THE 


FAITH AND PRACTICE 
| or THE 
CHURCH OF CHRIST; 
C | IN 


LITTLE ALIE-STREET, 


„ 


* ee -Fields, 


UNDER THE PASTORAL CARE OT 


l 


William Shenston. - 
es 


LONDON; ' 8 
PRINTED BY I. HENMAN, 
* 7, JenN-sTR ZET, sT. GEORGE'S EAST. 


— —ęd ͤ 
: } 


1799. 8 


* 
—— —— — — 2 — 


- - zJ 4 
—— 2 2 — —— TT 9 


— : - 
. 
— — — 2... 


: 


= 
—— ͤ—— —＋ꝗ—n — ẽͥ Mm 4 1 £: <; _ "5 


* 


DECLARATION, Se. 


Havmns been enabled, through 
Divine Grace, to give up ourſelves to 
the Lord, and likewiſe to one another 
by the Will of God, we account it a 
Duty incumbent upon us, to make a 
Declaration of our Faith and Practice, 
to the Honour of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the Glory of his Name; 
knowing, that as with the Heart Man 
believeth unto Righteouſneſs, ſo with 
the Mouth Confeſſion is made unto 


Salyation; which Declaration is as 
follows; Moe 


—r— 2 


— 


II. vi. S. Rev. i. 8. 


= Fa TS 
»* 


I. 


eTim.ili15,16 We belieye that (all) the ScripturesF® 


2 Pet. i. 20, 21. 


Pfalm cxix 128 f 
ix. 9, 10, 11. of che Old and New Teſtament are 


pon iy: dn the real Word of God, and the only 
A4, Joka v. Rule of Faith and Practice. 
39. 


Ir: 


. We believe that there is but One 


Matt. xix. 7. 


l only living and true God, and that 


obn |. 1, 3, 3 there are Three Perſons in the God- 
. ix .6. Luke 
1.22. Johnxvi. head, the Father, the Son, and the Wa 


13, 14, 15. 


1 or 16,27. Holy Ghoſt; who are equal in Na- 

10, 11 ture, Power, and Glory; and that the 
Son and the Holy Ghoſt are as truly 
and properly God, as the Father. 
| : | 

+ ; 8 | | 

Eph. i. 3, 4,5/6- We believe that before the World 


Ii. 13. 


Rom. vill. 33. began, God did elect a certain Num- 


and ix. 11. 


.\ Titwsi. 1,2. ber of Perſons unto everlaſting Salva- 


2. Tim. i. 9. 
2 Sam. xxili. 5. fi ' . , 
Lari. 6h tion, whom he did predeftinate to the 


2nd l . Adoption of Children by Jeſus Chriſt, 
8 of 


GG 


. 


pf his own free Grace, according to h ***i: 33- 


ſal.lxxxix. 28, 


he good Pleaſure of his Will; and 33, 1 * 
hat in Purſuance of this gracious De- Lechivi 113; 
jen, he did make a Covenant of 

Frace and Peace with his Son Jeſus 

hriſt, on the Behalf of thoſe Perſons 

is Choſen, wherein a Saviour was ap- 

pointed, and all Spiritual Bleſſings 

ſettled upon them; and alſo that their 

Perſons, with all their Grace and 

lory, were put into the Hands of 

Chriſt, and made his eſpecial Care 

the Wand Charge. 


ture; 
are 
only 


Na- 
the IV. 
uly 
* We believe that God created the Gen. ii. 26, 27. 
firſt Man Adam after his Image, and El 62. 
in his Likeneſs, an upright, innocent, 2 % ¹⁰ . 
10 and holy Creature, capable of ſerving Rom. lk 750 | 
72 and glorifying Him while he thus Job = 4 4 
. Sood; but he inning, all his Poſte- Rom, vi — 
5 rity ſinned in him, and came ſhort of Job it. 5. 
de Glory of God; the Guilt of whoſe $i. »;.* © 
b S1N-18 imputed, and a corrupt Nature __ 5 518.4 


| | Vi. 23. 
1 Lag derived; 


LT r 
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TY 
derived, to all his Offspring deſcend- We 
ing from him by ordinary and natural ch 
Generation; that they are by their 
firſt Birth carnal and unclean, averſe 
to all that is Good, and incapable of 
doing any, and prone to every Sin; 
and are alſo by Nature Children of 
Wrath, and under a Sentence of Con- 
demnation, and ſo are ſubject not on- 
ly to a corporeal Death, and involved 
in a moral one, commonly called ſpi- 
ritual, but are alſo, as Sinners, ex- 
| poſed to an eternal Death; from all 
| which there is no Deliverance but by 


| | Chak, the ſecond Adam. | 
| 


- —— — — 


_ | V. 


Prov. viii. yy We believe that our Lord Jeſus 
Heb. wii. 22 & Chriſt, being ſet \up from everlaſting 
2 Gai. 25 as Mediator of tha, New Covenant, 
1 Heb. 216 and He having engaged to be the 
ier , Surety of his People, did in the Full- 
neſs of Time. really - aſſume human 

Nature, in which N ature he really ſuf- 


fered 


FEI I 
fered and died as their Subſtitute in 
their Room and Stead, whereby he 
made all that Satisfaction for their 
Sins, which the Law and Juſtice of 
God could require, as well as made 
ay for the. Conveyance of all thoſe 
Bleſſings which are needful ſor them, 


on- both for Time and Eternity. 
on- | 
ved VE 

pi 


We believe that the eternal Re- Roh. z. 5. 
| et. i. 18, 19. 


demption which Chriſt has obtained Heb. is. 12, 14. 
by the Shedding of his Blood, is ſpe- "MF 
cial and particular, being only deſign- 

ed for the Eiect of God, and Sheep 

of Chriſt, who only ſhare the ſpecial 

and peculiar Bleſſings of it. 


G 1.3 VII. 


4 God's Ele& is only by the Righteouſ- Nb i . 
u- om. ili. 21, 


neſs of Chriſt imputed to them, with- 22, 25, 26. 


jan b of 11 Titus iii. 5, 
| out the Confideration of any Works n 
ut- Wof Righteouſneſs done by them, and r 

| | „ % 


the 


We believe that the Juſtification of 15. . 24, 28. * 


- — my r HD * 4 8 a 


(5-3 
the full and free Pardon of all their 
Sins and Tranſgreſſions, paſt, pre- 
ſent, and to come, is only through 
the Blood of Chriſt, according to the 
Riches of his Grace. 


vn. 


x Pet. i. 3, 9, We believe that the Work of Re- 


' ag 1. 18. 


Eph. 1 19. generation, Converſion, Sanctification, 


Rom. ix. 16. and Faith, is not an Act of Man's 


Zech. iv. 6. 


Plalm cx. 3 Free Will and Power, but of the al- 


mighty, efficacious, and invincible 


Grace of God. 
IX. 
Jeb xvik. 9. We believe that all thoſe who are 
ſer oo . choſen by the Father, redeemed by 


hn x. 28. 


. 1 viii. 30, the Son, and ſanctified by the Spirit, 


1 mall certainly and finally perſevere, 


ſo that not one of them , ſhall. ever 
periſh, 2 ſhall have everlaſting life, 


' 


X. We 


their 
* 
pre- 
Ugh We believe that there will be a Re- AQs xvil. 31, 


the furrection of the Dead, both of the Juſt l. Theft © 12 


De V. 10. 


and the Unjuſt; and that Chrift will F535: SA? 49. 


ome a ſecond Time to judge both tlie ot Tal 
Quick and Dead, when he will take! 1 Theds i. 7,3, 
engeance on the Wicked, and 1 intro- YTim. iv. 1,8. 
Re- Nduce his own People into his Kingdom eG, 
ion, Mand Glory, where they ſhall be for 


ever with him. 


an's 
al- 
ible 4 XI. 
We believe that Baptiſm, and the as 13s 
Lord's Supper, are Ordinances of ay Te ge 
Chriſt, to be continued until his ſecond 3s. 5 3b, 47- 
coming; and that the former is abſo- 3 K f. 5 
are ¶ lutely requiſite to the latter; that is to; 33 & i. 
by cay, that thoſe, and thoſe only are to be a 8 
rit, Wadmitted into the Communion of the py ag >. ay 
re, WChurch, and to participate.of all its Rom. vi. 2 
er MWOrdinances, who, upon a Profeſſion of 
fe, Icheir Faith in Chriſt, have been bap- 


ted (by Immerſion) in the Name of 
Ve the 


Holy Ghoſt. | 


\ On, xiv. * 
. v. 19. 
OCdloſſ. ili. 16. 
James v. 13. 


, 


— 3M 
Phil. i 
x Cor, _ 13. 
1 Theſſ. v. 21. 
Coloſſ. iv. 5. 
1 Thefſf. iv. 12. 
Acts xxiv. 16. 
2 Cor. 1. 18. 
Titus Il. 11, 12. 
1 Pet. v. 2. i& - 
Iii. 


*. 16. 

Heb. XIii. 1. 

1 ſohn iv. 11. 
Heb. x. 24, 23 
Rom. Xiv. 23 


atv 155 the Faith of the Goſpel: And whereas 


16. 17. 
1 T heſſ. v. 14- 


© - .\ Pſalm cxli. 


Pd 


Mal. iii. 16. 
Gal. vi. 2. 
Heb. v1. 10. 
omen v. 16. 
ſal. cxxxii. 15. 
Haiah lvi. 5. 


Rom. xii. 19. & and defend, believing it to be our Duty 


. 
the F ather, and of the Son, and of thi b 


{ 


XII. ; 
Gn a * 

We alſo believe that Sthgicg 0 
Pſalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Song 
(vocally) is an Ordinance of the Gol: 
pel, deſigned of God for the Comfort 


and Edification of his Choſen. 


Now all and each of theſe Doctrine: 
and Ordinances, with all the Doctrine; 
and Ordinances of the Goſpel, we look 
upon ourſelves under the greateſt 
Obligations to embrace, maintain, 


and Privilege to ſtand faſt in one Spirit, 
with one, Mind, ſtriving together for! 


b. 


we are ſenſible that our Converſation, 
both in the World and in the Church, 
ought to be as becometh the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, we judge it our incumbent 
Duty to walk in Wiſdom towards 


— them 


( 1m ) 

hem that are without; to exerciſe a 
Fonſcience, void of Offence, towards 
od and Man, by living ſoberly, 
ighteouſly, and godly, in this preſent 
Vorld: And as to our Conduct to 
Wach other in our Church Communion, 
e eſteem it our Nuty'to walk with 


on | 
by, ach other in all Humility and Bro- 
nfonerly Love; to watch over each 


ther's' Converſation; to ſtir up one 
nother to Love and good Works; not 
orſaking the aſſembling ourſelves 
ogether as we have Opportunity; to 


— — 3 „ 
„ 1 — — > — . —-N!ôn———— _ 


5 orſhip God according to his revealed : | 
ates ill; and when the Caſe requires it, | 
tain, MW Warn, rebuke, and admoniſh one | 
Duty nother, according to the Rule of the 
* oſpel: Likewiſe we think ourſelves N 


bliged to ſympathize with each other 
all Conditions, both inward and 
utward, which God, in his Providence 


* nay bring us into: As alſo to bear ; 
ſpel ith one'another's Weakneſs, Failings 
d Infirmites, and particularly to pray 

ne for another; and that the Goſpel, | 
and | 


( I2: 7 | 
and/the Ordinances thereof, might- be 
bleſſed, to the Edification and Com- 
fort of each other's Souls; and for 
the gathering in of others to Chriſt, 
beſides thoſe who are already called. 
All which Duties we deſire to be found 
in the Performance of, through the 
gracious Aid and Aſſiſtance of the 
Holy Spirit, whilſt we both + admire 
and adore the Grace which hath given 
us a Place and a Name in God's 
Houſe, better than mat of - Sons and 
| . | 
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